Well, "if you don't like it, don't listen. . . ." But Bateson
and Lotsy were not joking. They fought tooth and nail
against the materialist explanation of evolution. This is
what they asserted:
Perhaps the Paramecia (infusoria called "slipper ani-
malcules" from their shape) had already had transmitted to
them from generation to generation a genetic substance that
was capable of curling the tails or blunting the teeth of ani-
mals, but owing to the absence of tails and teeth., these things
had to bide their time.
Copies of the German and English magazines in which
the arguments of Bateson and Lotsy were published reached
Moscow., and here they were read by a tall, thin man with
a high., straight forehead and pointed beard.
"Curliness of nonexistent tails and bluntness of non-
existent teeth among the Paramecia!" he muttered, and
his fine blue eyes flashed angrily. "Some kind of retarding
germs, button germs, which, until time pressed them, pre*
vented the appearance of all these toothed and tailed germs!
And this in the twentieth century! They call it advanced
science! It would be good to press the button that retards
the mental mechanism of these resurrected Schoolmen
who, if we are not careful, will be arranging witch trials
again!"
He took a sheet of paper and wrote on it the following
words: "Darwinism," "Lamarckism," "Mendelism," "simple
heredity," "complex heredity." The man with the face of
a medieval knight compared the theory of evolution and the
structures that had been added to it: numerous theories that
dealt with individual aspects of the process of development,
variability and heredity.
Suddenly he laughed and threw his pen down. Kliment
Arkadievich Timiryazev, the celebrated professor of the
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